Rocky Mountain Synod Council WebEx Minutes  --  Sunday, July 17, 2016 - 6:00 PM

Present:  Bishop Rev. Jim Gonia, Jerry  Ethridge, Dennis Reynolds, Rev. Kathy Armstrong, Betty Pepin, Terry Cole, Rev. Larry Davis, Joan Jacobson, Deb Elstad, Susan Mitchell

Guests present:  Rev. Ron Roschke, Rev. Ron Bockhaus, Rev. Judith VanOsdol

Absent:  Earline Bohling, Rev. Zach Parris, Diana Biggs, Rev. Dana Peterson, Jody Hoelter

Bishop Jim opened the meeting with prayer at 6:05 PM.  It was determined that we had a quorum.
AGENDA:

· Lilly Grant application status - Rev. Ron Roshchke, Rev. Ron Bockhaus, Deb Elstad

· Christ the King Denver -Rev.  Judith VanOsdol

· Calls and On Leave from Call to Approve
· Update on the Strategic Planning - Bishop Jim

Lilly Grant Application Status Report - Rev. Ron Roshchke, Rev. Ron Bockhaus, Deb Elstad
Ron R. had e-mailed the status report to Synod Council members for review several days prior 

to this WebEx, and he asked if anyone had questions or comments.  He gave a description of

what the Lutheran Year at seminary means, in reply to Dennis’s question.  Discussion followed

concerning the cost of quality theological education that does not financially bankrupt the  seminarian.  Stressed that a balance is needed.  Terry commented on Distance Learning for
seminary training--online classes as well as being a member of a cohort as a very good way to lower the cost yet be a meaningful way to engage with other students in your cohort and your professors.

Ron R. they are looking at the costs of clergy health insurance, salaries for those not being paid RMS guidelines, and the burden of debt that many are carrying for years.  While the committee can’t fully

address the systemic issues, they are addressing things they can accomplish by August 19, the dead-line for submitting the grant application.  Then the work will go forward with an ongoing committee.

Deb reported on the interviews that the committee conducted during their survey process, which presented a high level of confidence in the research.  They created 2 online surveys which were sent out June 17, requesting anonymous responses by July 8.  Four hundred twenty-nine rostered leaders submitted surveys.  The 165 RMS congregations also received surveys.  The majority of responses came from active rostered leaders, some congregations/leaders.  Twenty-four of 150 retired rostered leaders also responded.  The committee felt there was a good data match.  The committee is leaving the July 8 deadline open until the end of July.
Ron R. also discussed the graphs in the report.  Since the Lilly Grant would assist with financial security of rostered leaders, the information presented shows the needs.  The committee has not yet addressed emergency needs such as a leader having a house fire.

In order to apply for the Lilly Grant, the Rocky Mountain Synod must start a Ministry Excellence Fund, which is addressed in the application report.

Next Steps:  This Report goes to the Executive Committee of the RMS Council on July 22.  They will sift through the report, addressing 4 areas.  It will be a 3 year project.  The final application to the Lilly Endowment will possibly have a request for a staff person to do some of the research work.   Deb added that pages 7 & 8 of the report mention Outcomes, and the Committee does have specifics for these.
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Lilly Grant Application Status Report Continued
Action:  Bishop Jim asked the synod council to give their approval of the report to Executive Committee of Synod Council so that they may move forward and present the final application to Lilly by August 19.  Betty offered to read the final application if Ron R. and the committee would like her

to--she has a great deal of grant-writing experience.   Bishop Jim gave his thanks on behalf of the council for the work that Ron R. and Ron Bockhaus and the committee have done.  The council voiced its approval of the report.
Christ the King - Denver  Update --  Rev. Judith VanOsdol
Judith informed council of the partnership between Abiding Hope and Christ the King.  They are

working hard on redevelopment.  A four-way Covenant has been developed among Christ the King,

Abiding Hope, the RMS Bishop’s Office and ELCA Churchwide.  There was a one-month period to discern, and the congregational vote was 59 to 4 in favor of this redevelopment.  Judith feels that real missional possibilities are here.

Requests for Changes in Clergy Status

Motions were made and seconded to approve the following requests regarding status of rostered leaders:
· A Synod Council One-Year Term Call (begin 8/30/16) to Rev. Liliana Stahlberg (this is to be kept confidential at this time) to Lord of the Mountains Lutheran Church in Dillon, Colorado.  Her Call is to build community and bring reconciliation.  Council members:  Request for one or more to attend the 9/4/16 Litany of Welcome in Dillon.
· A Term Call (2 or 3 year length to be defined) to Rev. Julie McNitt, Development Pastor,
to Well of Hope Worshipping Community in Castle Pines, Colorado.
· On Leave from Call Status to Gail Britt, Diaconal Minister - Hospice of the Valley, Vail, Colorado.  She has moved to Grand Junction, Colorado.
· Retirement Status for Rev. Marvin Skogen, Casper, WY, effective 9/1/2016.
Motions carried.

      Other Change - Location 

House for All Sinners & Saints - Moving to Denver Community Church, 16th & Pearl St., Denver, Colorado, effective 8/7/16 - The congregation was renting worship space and will continue to rent in
this new location.  They will remain in the East Metro Conference.

· Moved and seconded to approve this change in location.  Motion carried.
Rocky Mountain Synod Strategic Planning Update- Bishop Jim
The next meeting will be Monday, July 25, 2016.
Prayer Requests  - Rainbow Trail Camp - evacuated because of forest fire close by; Rev. Sarah Moening’s mother passed away; Churchwide Assembly August 7-13, 2016.
Meeting adjourned by Bishop Jim at 7:15 PM (approximately) -  Susan Mitchell, acting secretary
